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ABSTRACT
This study interprets Solomonic kingship through the lens of covenant theology and explores its normative ethical implications for political accountability and public leadership in Nigeria. It distinguishes between claims derived from biblical texts, ethical analogies drawn from those texts, and empirical claims supported by contemporary governance literature. The study focuses particularly on the relationship between wisdom, sacred authority, covenant fidelity, moral responsibility and the exercise of political power.
Adopting a qualitative, interdisciplinary and interpretive research design, the study combines contextual and thematic analysis of biblical texts, particularly 1 Kings 1–11 and 2 Chronicles 1–9, with documentary analysis of selected scholarly literature on governance, corruption, transparency and accountability in Nigeria. Biblical passages are treated as theological and literary sources, while contemporary governance publications are treated as documentary evidence whose claims depend on the methods and data reported by their authors.
The textual analysis indicates that the biblical presentation of Solomon links political authority with divine responsibility and covenantal accountability. Solomon’s wisdom, administrative achievements and temple-building project are presented as constructive dimensions of kingship, however, his accumulation of wealth, military resources, political alliances and foreign religious influences is also interpreted within the text as evidence of covenantal failure. The Nigerian literature reviewed reports continuing concerns about corruption, institutional fragility, inadequate transparency and weak accountability. The study argues normatively that religious identity or public declarations of faith, by themselves, cannot guarantee ethical political practice.
The study proposes a covenant-based ethical model of political accountability centred on sacred responsibility, integrity, institutional transparency, stewardship and concern for the common good. The model does not treat ancient Israelite kingship as historically equivalent to modern constitutional democracy, nor does it claim that the Solomonic narrative empirically explains Nigerian governance. Rather, it draws ethically relevant theological insights from the narrative and places them in dialogue with contemporary documentary evidence concerning public leadership in Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION
Political leadership carries consequences that extend beyond the individual office holder. Decisions taken by political leaders affect the distribution of public resources, the protection of citizens, the functioning of institutions and the moral direction of society. Consequently, questions concerning political authority cannot be separated from questions of moral responsibility and accountability.
In many African societies, political leadership exists within an environment in which religion continues to play an important role in public life. Nigeria provides a particularly significant context for examining the relationship between religious commitment and political ethics. Christianity and Islam occupy prominent positions in Nigerian society, and political leaders frequently employ religious language and symbolism in public discourse. Yet religious identification does not necessarily translate automatically into transparent, responsible or accountable public administration.
The biblical account of Solomon offers an important theological resource for reflecting on this tension. Solomon is presented as a king endowed with divine wisdom, administrative competence and monumental achievements, however, his reign also reveals covenantal failures that undermine the moral integrity of his leadership.
This study applies that theological insight to contemporary Nigerian discussions of governance, not as a historical analogy, but as an ethical and theological dialogue concerning authority, stewardship and accountability.
Statement of the Problem
A central problem in contemporary political leadership is the apparent disconnection between the possession of political authority and the exercise of sustained moral accountability. Political institutions may possess formal oversight mechanisms, yet still experience corruption, opacity, patronage and weak enforcement of accountability.
The Solomonic narrative provides a theological case study of this problem. Solomon begins his reign with a request for wisdom and receives divine approval, however, later practices, including wealth accumulation, political alliances, military expansion and foreign religious influences, raise serious covenantal concerns.
Contemporary Nigerian governance literature similarly reports persistent concerns relating to corruption, transparency and accountability. The present study does not independently verify these findings, but engages them as documentary evidence.
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to interpret Solomonic kingship through covenant theology and explore its normative ethical implications for political accountability and public leadership in Nigeria. It seeks to identify the relationship between wisdom, covenant fidelity, political authority and public responsibility, examine selected documentary evidence concerning Nigerian governance, and develop a covenant-based ethical framework for accountable leadership.
Objectives of the Study
1. Examine the theological foundations of Solomonic kingship within the covenantal framework of the Hebrew Bible.  
2. Analyse how the biblical narrative portrays Solomon’s exercise of authority and subsequent covenantal failures.  
3. Distinguish ethical analogies drawn from the Solomonic narrative from empirical claims concerning contemporary governance challenges in Nigeria.  
4. Propose a covenant-based ethical framework for strengthening accountability, integrity and public responsibility in Nigerian leadership.
Research Questions
1. What theological dimensions define the sacred mandate of Solomonic kingship?  
2. How does the biblical narrative portray Solomon’s covenantal failures and their implications for political leadership?  
3. What claims about Nigerian governance are supported by selected documentary literature, and what ethical analogies may responsibly be drawn from the Solomonic narrative?  
4. How can a covenant-based ethical framework contribute to political accountability in Nigeria without being treated as an empirical explanation of governance outcomes?
SCOPE, LIMITATIONS AND DELIMITATIONS
Scope
This study focuses on the theological interpretation of Solomonic kingship as presented in 1 Kings 1–11 and 2 Chronicles 1–9, examining how wisdom, covenant fidelity and political authority are portrayed within the biblical narrative. It also analyses selected contemporary Nigerian governance literature addressing corruption, transparency and accountability. The scope is therefore interdisciplinary, combining biblical theology, political ethics and documentary governance studies.
Limitations
The study is limited by its documentary and textual methodology. It does not include fieldwork, interviews, surveys or empirical measurement of governance outcomes. Claims about Nigerian governance rely solely on the evidence, scope and methodological limitations of the selected literature reviewed. The study does not attempt to reconstruct the historical Solomon or verify the historical accuracy of biblical narratives. It also does not generalise Nigerian governance findings beyond the specific sources examined.
Delimitations
The study deliberately restricts itself to theological interpretation rather than historical-critical reconstruction of ancient Israel. It does not compare Solomon with other biblical kings or with leaders from other cultural traditions. The Nigerian governance component is delimited to selected contemporary literature rather than a comprehensive national assessment. The ethical framework developed is conceptual and normative, not a policy model or empirical theory of governance.
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Covenant Theology and Israelite Kingship
The concept of covenant is central to Israel’s theological identity. Kingship is therefore not unrestricted personal power, but authority exercised under divine obligation. Birch et al. (1999) emphasise that Israel’s institutions, including kingship, are embedded within covenantal theology.
Long (1984) highlights the literary and theological nature of the Kings narratives, noting that they interpret Israel’s political history through theological categories rather than modern historiography.
Solomon, Wisdom and Moral Responsibility
Solomon’s request for wisdom in 1 Kings 3 frames wisdom as a resource for responsible governance. Von Rad (1962) underscores that wisdom in Israel remains inseparable from covenantal obedience.
Brueggemann (2000) identifies the tension between royal potential and royal failure, noting that Solomon’s achievements do not shield him from covenantal accountability.
Political Leadership and Accountability
Modern governance literature emphasises accountability as essential to effective public institutions. Accountability involves transparency, answerability, oversight and enforceable mechanisms. Theological ethics adds a moral dimension by framing authority as stewardship rather than entitlement.
Corruption, Transparency and Governance in Nigeria
Selected Nigerian governance literature highlights persistent concerns, including:
Nwogbo and Ighodalo (2021), governance and corruption in Nigeria,  
Ndukwe, David and Iroko (2023), EFCC and accountability,  
Samuel and Rufus (2024), transparency and accountability in the Nigerian public sector,  
Adenuga, Lawal and Sanusi (2025), corruption and governance during the Buhari administration,  
Hoffmann (2025), anti-corruption norms and coalitions.
The present study treats these as documentary evidence rather than independently verified findings.
Research Gap
While biblical scholarship explores covenant theology and kingship, and governance studies examine corruption and accountability, few works integrate these fields. This study contributes an interdisciplinary ethical framework connecting covenant responsibility with contemporary political accountability.
CONCEPTUAL AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
The study is organised around three interconnected concepts, sacred mandate, covenant accountability and public responsibility.
Sacred Mandate
A sacred mandate refers to the theological understanding that political authority carries responsibilities beyond personal ambition. In biblical theology, the king’s authority is embedded within divine purposes for communal flourishing. Applied normatively to contemporary leadership, sacred mandate emphasises the moral seriousness of public office without implying divine authorisation of modern leaders.
Covenant Accountability
Covenant accountability refers to obligations that constrain the exercise of authority. Solomon’s narrative demonstrates that divine favour does not eliminate responsibility. Covenant accountability highlights integrity, obedience and moral responsibility.
Public Responsibility
Public responsibility frames leadership as stewardship of communal well-being. It integrates theological ethics with contemporary governance principles such as transparency, accountability and the common good.
DISCUSSION
Solomonic Kingship as a Theological Model of Authority
The biblical portrayal of Solomon presents authority as both a divine gift and a moral burden. Solomon’s request for wisdom in 1 Kings 3 establishes a foundational principle, political authority is legitimate only when exercised with discernment, justice and concern for the governed.
Solomon’s achievements, including administrative organisation, infrastructural development, international diplomacy and temple construction, reflect the potential of political authority to advance communal flourishing. However, his later practices reveal how authority can drift from stewardship toward self-aggrandisement.
Covenant Accountability and the Limits of Political Power
Covenant accountability introduces a normative constraint on authority. Within the biblical tradition, the king is not an autonomous ruler, but a steward whose legitimacy depends on fidelity to divine expectations. Solomon’s failure in 1 Kings 11 illustrates how political power becomes ethically compromised when detached from covenantal obligations.
This theological insight parallels contemporary governance concerns. Nigerian literature consistently reports issues such as corruption, opacity, patronage networks and weak institutional oversight.
Ethical Analogies and Contemporary Nigerian Governance
The ethical analogies drawn from the Solomonic narrative must be applied cautiously. Ancient Israelite monarchy and modern Nigerian constitutional democracy differ fundamentally in structure, legitimacy and institutional design. The study therefore avoids treating biblical kingship as a prescriptive political model.
However, the narrative offers ethically relevant insights that resonate with contemporary governance challenges.
Sacred Mandate and Public Responsibility in Modern Leadership
The concept of sacred mandate reframes political authority as a moral trust. Applied normatively to contemporary leadership, sacred mandate emphasises the seriousness of public office and the ethical obligations that accompany it.
Integrating Theological Ethics with Governance Studies
The interdisciplinary contribution of this study lies in its integration of theological ethics with contemporary governance literature. Theological reflection provides a moral vocabulary, including wisdom, covenant fidelity, stewardship and sacred responsibility, that enriches discussions of political accountability.
Implications for Nigerian Leadership and Governance
The covenant-based ethical framework developed in this study has several implications, including:
Political authority must be understood as stewardship rather than entitlement,  
Ethical leadership requires integrity, restraint and responsibility,  
Institutional mechanisms must enforce accountability,  
Religious communities must promote ethical political engagement rather than symbolic religiosity.
Summary of the Discussion
The Solomonic narrative offers a rich theological resource for reflecting on political authority, wisdom, covenant fidelity and moral responsibility. Contemporary Nigerian governance literature highlights persistent challenges relating to corruption, transparency and accountability. The covenant-based ethical framework developed in this study integrates these insights, offering a multidisciplinary model for ethical leadership.
CONCLUSION
The study proposes a covenant-based ethical model of political accountability centred on sacred responsibility,
integrity, institutional transparency, stewardship and concern for the common good. It does not treat ancient Israelite monarchy as equivalent to modern Nigerian democracy, nor does it claim that biblical theology explains Nigerian governance empirically. Instead, it offers theological insights that can enrich ethical reflection on political leadership.
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